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This monument was erected in honoured memory
of Canadian Naval Pilot
Lieutenant R. H. Gray, VC, DSC, RCNVR
1917 — 1945

On August 9, 1945 He fearlessly led a carrier air
strike against ships of the Imperial Japanese
Navy in Onagawa bay.

Although his aircraft was hit and severely
damaged by accurate fire from the brave
defenders he continued to lead the attack.
Afterwards he was unable to control his burning
aircraft and crashed into the bay.

He was posthumously awarded Canada’s highest
medal for bravery and was the last Canadian to
die in action in World War 1I.

Now former enemies have become friends and
the people of Onagawa bay with great kindness
have supported the establishment of this
memorial.

It is hoped that it will contribute to the repose of
the souls of those who died on both sides and be
a lasting symbol of peace and friendship between
our two nations.
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